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The First West Virginia Selfie?

Self-Portrait by James Green, 1909

The practice of taking oneõs own picture is so prevalent 
today that in 2013 the Oxford English Dictionary chose 
òselfieó as the new word of the year. Like portrait painters, 

however, photographers have been taking self-portraits 
since photography came into existence. 

Photographer James Green who was active in St Marys, 
Pleasants County, and in Foxburg, PA took this òselfieó 
using a piece of yarn. One end is attached to the cameraõs 
shutter and the other end is tied to his toe to trigger the 
shutter. The photo shows James trying to darn his socks 

while missing his wife, Edith, who was recovering from the 
birth of  their daughter. Edith was not only handy with a 
needle but was Jamesõ photography assistant. The print is 
from a glass plate negative in the James Green Collection, 

A&M 3460, WVRHC. 



Cyanotypes

Cyanotypes are paper prints immediately recognizable by their blue color. The cyanotype process was in use as early as the 1840sbut didnõt reach 
popularity until the 1880s. Inexpensive and easy to process, they were favored by amateur photographers while professional photographers often used 

them as proofs to decide which images they would select for printing. The cyanotype is the forerunner of  the modern blueprint. 


